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intelligence 
community acronyms 
& abbreviations
The Intelligence Community makes extensive use of acronyms and abbreviations in intelligence 
reporting, presentations, and conversation–many are unique to this community. They are 
so frequently used, that sometimes an acronym or abbreviation may be well known and 
understood; however, the user could not tell you what the letters mean. The following list, while 
not exhaustive, contains acronyms and abbreviations that are likely to be encountered by first 
responders reading intelligence material or interacting with intelligence personnel.  
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A

AAR: After Action Report
ACIC: Army Counterintelligence Center
AFIS: Automated Fingerprint Identification System
AFOSI: Air Force Office of Special Investigations
AKA: Also Known As
AMCIT: American Citizen
AMEMB: American Embassy
AQ: al-Qa‘ida
AQAP: al-Qa‘ida in the Arabian Peninsula
AQI: al-Qa‘ida in Iraq
AQIM: al-Qa‘ida in the Islamic Maghreb [formerly Salafist Group for Preaching and 
Combat (GSPC)]
ATF: Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms
AUC: United Self-Defense Forces of Colombia
AWN: Alerts, Warnings, and Notifications

B 

BPA: Border Patrol Agent
BW: Biological Warfare
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C

C: Confidential
CBP: U.S. Customs and Border Protection, Department of Homeland Security (DHS)
CBR: Chemical, Biological and Radiological
CBRN: Chemical, Biological, Radiological and Nuclear
CBRNE: Chemical, Biological, Radiological, Nuclear and Explosives
CBT: Computer-Based Training
CBW: Chemical and Biological Warfare
CDD: Chemical Dispersion Device
CI: Counterintelligence
CI Poly: Counterintelligence Polygraph
CIA: Central Intelligence Agency
CIR: Central Intelligence Report
CIR: Counterintelligence Report
CIR: Current Intelligence Report 
CIS: Bureau of Citizenship and Immigration Services, DHS
CLASS: Consular Lookout and Support System
COI: Community of Interest
COMINT: Communications Intelligence
COMSEC: Communications Security
CONOPS: Concept of Operations
CONUS: Continental United States
COOP: Continuity of Operations
CT: Counterterrorism
CVI: Chemical-Terrorism Vulnerability Information
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D

D/CIA: Director Central Intelligence Agency (formerly DCI)
DCI: Director of Central Intelligence [now Director of National Intelligence (DNI)]
D&D: Denial and Deception
DEA: Drug Enforcement Administration
DHS: Department of Homeland Security
DI: Directorate of Intelligence
DIA: Defense Intelligence Agency
DISES: Defense Intelligence Senior Executive Service
DISL: Defense Intelligence Senior Level
DNI: Director of National Intelligence [replaces Director of Central Intelligence (DCI)]
DO: Directorate of Operations, CIA (now NCS, National Clandestine Service, CIA)
DOB: Date of Birth
DOD: Department of Defense
DOE: Department of Energy
DOS: Department of State
DPOB: Date and Place of Birth
DSS: Diplomatic Security Service
DT: Domestic Terrorism

E

EAAQ: East Africa al Qa’ida
EEI: Essential Element of Information [now Priority Intelligence Requirement (PIR)]
EIF: Entry into Force
ELINT: Electronic Intelligence
EO: Executive Order
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EPA: Environmental Protection Agency
ETA: Estimated Time of Arrival
ETA: Basque Fatherland and Liberty
EWI: Entry Without Inspection

F

FAA: Federal Aviation Administration
FAM: Federal Air Marshal
FARC: Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia
FBI: Federal Bureau of Investigation
FBIS: Foreign Broadcast Information System (now Open-Source Center)
FDO: Foreign Disclosure Officer
FEMA: Federal Emergency Management Agency
FGI: Foreign Government Information
FIG: Field Intelligence Group, FBI
FIR: Field Information Report
FIS: Foreign Intelligence Service
FISA: Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act
FISINT: Foreign Instrumentations Intelligence 
FNU: First Name Unknown
FOIA: Freedom of Information Act
FOUO: For Official Use Only
FPO: Federal Protective Service Officer
FPS: Federal Protective Service
FPU: Force Protective Unit
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G 

GEOINT: Geospatial Intelligence
GIA: Armed Islamic Group
GS: General Schedule
GWOT: Global War on Terror

H

HCS: Human Control System
HIR: Homeland Information Report
HITRAC: Homeland Infrastructure Threat and Risk Analysis Center, DHS
HSC: Homeland Security Council
HSDN: Homeland Secure Data Network
HSIN: Homeland Security Information Network (DHS Web portal)
HSIN-I: Homeland Security Information Network-Intelligence (DHS Web portal)
HS SLIC: Homeland Security State and Local Community of Interest
HUMINT: Human Intelligence
HUM: Harakat ul-Mujahidin

I

I&A: Office of Intelligence and Analysis, DHS
I&W: Indications and Warning
IA: Intelligence Assessment
IA: Intelligence Analyst
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IAEA: International Atomic Energy Agency
IBIS: Interagency Border Inspection System
IC: Intelligence Community
ICCD: Improvised Chemical Dispersion Device
ICD: Improvised Chemical Device
ICD: Intelligence Community Directive (replaces Director of Central Intelligence 
Directives or DCIDs)
ICE: U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, DHS
IDENT: Automated Biometric Fingerprint Identification System
IED: Improvised Explosive Device
IG: Inspector General
IICT: Interagency Intelligence Committee on Terrorism, National Counterterrorism Center (NCTC)
IIR: Intelligence Information Report
IJU: Islamic Jihad Union
IMINT: Imagery Intelligence
IMU: Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan
INA: Immigration and Nationality Act
IND: Improvised Nuclear Device
INFOSEC: Information Security
INR: Bureau of Intelligence and Research, DOS
INTERPOL: International Police
IRT: Incident Response Team
IRTPA: Intelligence Reform and Terrorism Prevention Act of 2004
ISC: Information Sharing Council
ISE: Information Sharing Environment
IT: International Terrorism
ITACG: Interagency Threat Assessment and Coordination Group, NCTC
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J

JCS: Joint Chiefs of Staff
JEM: Jaish-e-Mohammed
JI: Jemaah Islamiya 
JITF-CT: Joint Intelligence Task Force-Combating Terrorism, Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA)
JRIES: Joint Regional Information Exchange System
JSA: Joint Special Assessment
JTF: Joint Task Force
JTTF: Joint Terrorism Task Force
JWICS: Joint Worldwide Intelligence Communication System

K 

KST: Known or Suspected Terrorist

L 

LAN: Local Area Network
LEA: Law Enforcement Agency
LEO: Law Enforcement Officer
LEO: Law Enforcement Online (FBI sensitive but unclassified Web portal)
LES: Law Enforcement Sensitive
LIFG: Libya Islamic Fighting Group
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LNU: Last Name Unknown
LPR: Lawful Permanent Resident
LT: Lashkar-e Tayyiba 
LTTE: Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam 

M

MANPADS: Man-Portable Air Defense System
MASINT: Measurement and Signature Intelligence
MEK: Mujahedin-e Khalq
MI: Military Intelligence
MOA: Memorandum of Agreement
MOU: Memorandum of Understanding

N

NAILS: National Automated Immigration Lookout System
NCIC: National Crime Information Center
NCIS: Naval Criminal Investigative Service
NCIX: National Counterintelligence Executive
NCPC: National Counter Proliferation Center
NCR: National Capital Region
NCS: National Clandestine Service  [replaces Directorate of Operations (DO), CIA]
NCTC: National Counterterrorism Center
NFI: No Further Information
NFTR: Nothing Further to Report
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NGA: National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency (formerly NIMA)
NIC: National Intelligence Council
NIE: National Intelligence Estimate
NIMA: National Imagery and Mapping Agency (now NGA)
NIO: National Intelligence Officer
NIP: National Intelligence Program
NIPF: National Intelligence Priorities Framework
NJTTF: National Joint Terrorism Task Force
NLETS: National Law Enforcement Telecommunication System
NOC: National Operations Center, DHS
NOC: NCTC Operations Center
NOFORN: Not Releasable to Foreign Nationals
NOIWON: National Operations and Intelligence Watch Officers Network
NOL: NCTC Online (now NCTC CURRENT)
NOL-J: NCTC Online-JWICS (now NCTC CURRENT)
NOL-S: NCTC Online-SIPRNet (now NCTC CURRENT-S)
NRO: National Reconnaissance Office
NSA: National Security Agency
NSC: National Security Council
NSEERS: National Security Entry-Exit Registration System
NSIS: National Strategy for Information Sharing
NSTL: National Security Threat List
NSTR: Nothing Significant to Report
NSTS: National Secure Telephone System
NTM: National Technical Means
NTR: Nothing to Report
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O

OCONUS: Outside the Continental United States
ODNI: Office of the Director of National Intelligence
OPSEC: Operations Security
ORCON: Originator Controlled Dissemination
OSC: Open-Source Center (formerly FBIS)
OSINT: Open-Source Intelligence
OSIS: Open-Source Information System

P

PCII: Protected Critical Infrastructure Information
PII: Personally Identifiable Information
PIR: Priority Intelligence Requirement [formerly Essential Element of Information (EEI)]
PM: Production Management
PM-ISE: Program Manager-Information Sharing Environment, ODNI
PNR: Passenger Name Record
POB: Place of Birth
POC: Point of Contact
POE: Port of Entry
PPN: Passport Number
PSA: Protective Security Advisor, DHS
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Q

R

RDD: Radiation Dispersal Device
RFI: Request for Information
RFP: Request for Proposal
RISS: Regional Information Sharing System
RISSNET: Regional Information Sharing System Network
RO: Reporting Officer or Reports Officer
RSO: Regional Security Office

S

S: Secret
S&T: Science and Technology
S&L: State and Local
SA: Situational Awareness
SA: Special Assessment
SAP: Special Access Program
SAR: Suspicious Activity Report
SBI: Special Background Investigation
SBU: Sensitive But Unclassified
SCI: Sensitive Compartmented Information
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SCIF: Sensitive Compartmented Information Facility
SEG: Special Events Group
SES: Senior Executive Service
SETA: Special Events Threat Assessment
SEVIS: Student Exchange Visitor Information System
SGI: Safeguards Information
SI: Sensitive Information
SI: Special Intelligence
SIA: Supervisory Intelligence Analyst
SIO: Supervisory Intelligence Officer
SIOC: Strategic Information and Operations Center, FBI
SIPRNET: Secret Internet Protocol Routed Network
SIS: Senior Intelligence Service
SLAM: SIOC Law Enforcement Alert Messaging System
SLT: State, Local, and Tribal
SLTP: State, Local, Tribal, and Private Sector
SME: Subject Matter Expert
SNIS: Senior National Intelligence Service
SOP: Standard Operating Procedure
SPII: Sensitive Personally Identifiable Information
SSI: Sensitive Security Information
SSO: Special Security Officer
STE: Secure Telephone
STU III: Secure Telephone Unit III
SVTC: Secure Video Teleconference
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T

TA: Threat Analysis 
TA: Threat Assessment
TD: Teletype Dissemination
TDX: Teletype Dissemination Sensitive
TDY: Temporary Duty
TECS: Treasury Enforcement Communications System
TIDE: Terrorist Identities Datamart Environment
TS: Top Secret
TSA: Transportation Security Administration
TSANOF: TSA No Fly List
TSASEL: TSA Selectee List
TSC: Terrorist Screening Center
TSDB: Terrorist Screening Database
TSO: Transportation Security Officer
TSOC: Transportation Security Operations Center
TS/SCI: Top Secret/Sensitive Compartmented Information
TTP: Tactics, Techniques, and Procedures

U

U: Unclassified
UASI: Urban Areas Security Initiative, DHS grants program
UBL: Usama Bin Ladin
U//FOUO: Unclassified//For Official Use Only
UI: Unidentified
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UNC: Unclassified
UNCLASS: Unclassified
UNK: Unknown
USA: U.S. Attorney
USC: U.S. Citizen
USCG: U.S. Coast Guard
USDI: Undersecretary of Defense for Intelligence
USEMB: U.S. Embassy
USIC: U.S. Intelligence Community
USPER: U.S. Person

V

VBIED: Vehicle Borne Improvised Explosive Device
VGTOF: Violent Gang & Terrorist Organization File
VTC: Video Teleconference
VWP: Visa Waiver Program

W

WMD: Weapons of Mass Destruction

X
Y
Z
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This document can also be found in printable format 
at https://hsin-intel.dhs.gov, http://www.leo.gov, or 
http://www.nctc.gov.
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